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HIA Grant Eyes Farm Protection, Healthy Food Production 

Kane County has been awarded a $125,000 Health Impact Assessment (HIA) grant to study the 
benefits of preserving smaller farms as a way to preserve Kane County’s rich farmland while 
providing fresh fruits and vegetables to our residents. The Kane County Health Department and 
Kane County Development and Community Services Department jointly applied for the HIA 
grant. The HIA grant is funded by the Health Impact Project, a collaboration of the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trusts. 
 
Specifically, the grant will  support  a more  robust  review  of  the  health  impacts  of  several 
different options for an amendment to the county’s Farmland Protection ordinance.  This review 
will help the HIA team craft an amendment that is most supportive of positive health impacts, 
with an eye toward expanding the eligibility criteria to include small food-producing farms and 
ensure that acreage remains available to local food production. At present, 100 percent of 
participants in the Farmland Protection Program are conventional row crop and livestock 
producers situated in rural Kane. 
 
“This grant will benefit our residents in multiple ways. Not only will it help protect Kane 
County’s greatest natural resource - its farmland - we will be making it easier for families to 
access fresh food direct from its source, which we know is one of the crucial steps we need to 
take if we are to achieve our vision of having the healthiest residents in Illinois by 2030,” said 
County Board Chairman Karen McConnaughay. 
 
As part of the grant requirements, the HIA team will undergo specialized training. This will 
allow the team to conduct a health impact assessment to study how increasing local food 
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production will affect the health of our residents. Information gathered as part of the assessment 
will be used to finalize the draft of the amendment.  The team will examine the potential health 
impacts if the amendment to the ordinance is adopted.   
 
The proposed amendment may affect the health of local residents through, for example, changes 
in availability and price of fresh fruits and vegetables, food safety and economic changes 
resulting from increased food production in the region. 
 
“This will be an example of Development, Transportation and Health working together to get 
more locally-grown food to all our residents as we strive to reach our vision of having the 
healthiest people in Illinois,” said Janice Hill, Farmland Protection Manager. 
 
The results will be shared with decision makers and the public so they may make a more 
informed decision on the amendment. The Kane County Farmland Protection Commission and 
the Kane County Board will then consider the amendment for adoption.  
 
This policy balances investment in permanent farmland protection in all planning regions (food 
and farms, critical growth, and sustainable urban corridors) and encourages local food production 
for the benefit of population health. 
 
More information about the grant program is available by visiting www.healthimpactproject.org.  
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